
  
 
 15 to 21 points 8 to 14 points 0 to 7 points 

Thesis, 
Organization  
and Logic 

Thesis responds to the prompt and makes 
a strong clear claim. All ideas flow 
logically; the argument is identifiable, 
reasonable, and sound. Presenters ably 
communicate the complexity of the 
question and make novel connections 
which illuminate the thesis. 

Thesis responds to the prompt and 
makes a clear claim. Well organized, 
logical, easy to follow argument. 
Presenters perceive the complexity of 
the questions, and occasionally make 
insightful connections to the 
evidence. 

Thesis is not clear or does not respond 
fully to the prompt. Logic may often fail, 
or the argument may often be unclear. 
Oversimplifies the questions. May also 
contain inconsistencies or contradictions. 

 15 to 21 points 8 to 14 points 0 to 7 points 
Depth of 
Understand
ing of the 
Issues 

Argument: 
• Demonstrates an exceptionally 

deep understanding of the 
complexity of reparations, 
including the form it should or 
should not take, as a political 
issue  

• Insightfully examines the 
tension between morality, 
justice and political expediency 

• Artfully uses these insights to 
argue whether or not reparations 
should be a focus of the 2020 
presidential race. 

Argument: 
• Demonstrates a good 

understanding of the 
complexity of reparations, 
including the form it should 
or should not take, as a 
political issue 

• Examines the tension 
between morality, justice and 
political expediency 

• Uses these insights to 
argue whether or not 
reparations should be a 
focus of the 2020 
presidential race. 

Argument: 
• Demonstrates a minimal 

understanding of the 
complexity of reparations, 
including the form it should or 
should not take, as a political 
issue 

• Cursorily examines the tension 
between morality, justice and 
political expediency 

• Argues whether or not 
reparations should be a focus 
of the 2020 presidential race. 

 15 to 21 points 8 to 14 points 0 to 7 points 
Analysis/ 
Historical, 
Cultural 
and Societal 
Roots and 
Present 
Impact 

• Grapples insightfully with 
whether there is an historical 
justification for reparations 

• Powerfully supports the thesis by 
comparing and contrasting a decision 
whether to include reparations in the 
2020 campaign with another 
challenging decision to include a 
controversial issue in the present or a 
past presidential campaign.  

• Grapples with whether there is 
an historical justification for 
reparations 

• Supports the thesis by 
comparing and contrasting a 
decision whether to include 
reparations in the 2020 
campaign with another 
challenging decision to include 
a controversial issue in the 
present or a past presidential 
campaign. 

• Cursorily explores whether 
there is an historical 
justification for reparations 

• Incompletely supports the thesis 
by comparing and contrasting a 
decision to whether to include 
reparations in the 2020 
campaign with another 
challenging decision to include 
a controversial issue in the 
present or a past presidential 
campaign. 

 12 to 17 points 6 to 11 points 0 to 5 points 
Originality/ 
Creativity 

• Ideas represent an exceptional 
variety of important concepts 
from a wide range of contexts 
or disciplines 

• Ideas are combined in highly 
original and surprising ways 
to address the issues. 

• Ideas represent a variety of 
important concepts from 
more than one context or 
discipline 

• Ideas are combined in 
original ways to address the 
issues.* 

• Ideas represent a limited 
range of concepts from 
only one or two contexts 
or disciplines 

• Ideas are combined in 
ways that only reflect the 
thinking of others 

 7 to 10 points 4 to 6 points 0 to 3 points 
     
Presentation 

Facial expressions, body language, volume 
and voice inflection generate a strong 
interest and enthusiasm about the topic in 
others. 

Facial expressions, body language, 
volume and voice inflection generate an 
interest and enthusiasm about the topic 
in others. 

Facial expressions, body language, 
volume and voice inflection generate little 
interest and enthusiasm about the topic in 
others. 

 7 to 10 points 4 to 6 points 0 to 3 points 
Works 
Cited/ 
Consulted 

- Proper format 
-Mix of primary and secondary 
sources 
-Use of expert primary sources, which 
enhanced the overall argument of the 
presenters 

- Mostly correct format/citations 
- Overreliance on secondary 
sources 

Limited and/or not included 

   Total  71 to 100 points 38 to 65 points 0 to 32 points 
Time Limit: Presentations will not be allowed to extend beyond the 8-minute mark.   Presenters will be given a two minutes to go heads-
up, but will be stopped at 8 minutes even if not finished.  
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